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and poor, and others rich and powerful, we
are too apt to favour the former*.

It will be necessary here to make a few
observations on the mahajuny or money-
lending trade, as I have seen it practised
throughout Nuddea. I believe it does not
differ very materially in other zillahs.

* In one of the zillahs in the neighbourhood of Cal-
cutta, the name of which it is unnecessary to give., the
decision of a number of Mahajuny Cases, in the year
1810, though dictated by a desire of ameliorating the
condition of the natives, and giving them redress from the
oppression of their mahajuns, was attended with very
pernicious effects, and had not some steps been speedily
adopted, thousands of families must have perished, or
committed depredations on their more wealthy neigh-
bours. The orders issued were chiefly to prevent the
mahajuns seizing on the cattle and property of the ryots,
and to restore them when they had been seized. In con-
sequence of these orders, the most respectable mahajuns
shut up their golas (granaries) ; and with some degree of
justice, for they had no other security for their money
than that on the cattle and property of the ryots.
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